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Australian cars to come
under scrutiny for roof
strength in test program

Ey JAMES STANFORD
THE roaf strength of Austalian cars finally
will be fested despite the abssnce of a
relevamt Avsralimm Diesizn Fule (ATED.

A group led by the WNEW Injury Risk
Manazement Fasearch Cenms will begin
testing the roof smength of locally produwced
veldclas in the pext 54 to 12 meaths.

At this smze the tests will be done
independencly of the Austmlasian Wew Car
Azsessment Program (ANCAP) cmsh test
operation, although it iz meerested M the
owicomes and may present the dat in fxmure.

The tests will rate roof coash usieg a
system that bas been In operaden in the
TS for decades — oot 1o be confized with a
dynamic rollover test, which safefy zroups
aroumd the world are working towarnds.

NEW Rizk Mapapement Canme chair of
road safaty, Raphasl Grzebieta, sald coment
ADPEs did pothing to test the roof sirengzth
of vahicles,

“You coald have a roof made out of
spagheti and soll pass the ADBs,” be told

—

—

CraAmta at the SAE-A Changs by Dlesizn
fomam o Melbovmms recently.

“Unfortapately, we have a pretty pathetic
federal povernment io temms of inmoducing
Apstralian Desizn Paules that we know
would change the safery of vehicles.”

Professor Grzebieta said road safeqy
gyperts have been pushing for testz o
improve roof sTensth for years, but oo
progress had besn mads,

“We kesp gefiing the excusss coming
back about harmenisaten with the rest of
the world and that is a2 crock becanse we
were the first to mooduce saathels, we were
the first to mmaduce breath t2sts we were
the first to immoducs three-point seafbalts
oo to buses and bad the rellover tests for
beazes,” he said.

“That was in the good times when the
Fedaral Ofice of Road Safery moped into
safefy tssues”

Prof Grzebieta sald roof sirepsth and
rollover protection was vehicle safery’s “last
fromtier” and needed {0 be addressed.

“There are ronghly 10,000 deaths a year
m the 75 from rollover crashes — it is hge”
bz said “Io Auvstralia, we went back throuzh
the fatality data and have come ap with a
figure of semewhere around 23 fo 30 par
cent of crashes there has been a fatality
when the vehicle has rolled over.

“That doesn't npecessanly mean the
farality Bias been canzed by the rollovar. bat
it hias rodled.”
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Police crash investigator calls iﬂl’ ‘survivable’ 80km/h limit on undivided roads

By JAMES STANFORD

A LEADING Victoria Palice road crash
investizabor bas called for the abelidon of
100kmh Timits on undivided roads.

Speaking at the Sociery of Automodive
Epgineerz Anstalazsia (SAE-A) Chapge
by Desien forum in Melboume recentiy,
Victoria Pelice collision reconstmoction
tearm leader Peter Ballion satd cars trawellig
at 10km'h i opposite directions with less
than a car's length between them were a
recipe for disaster.

He =ad advances m wehicle desizn meant
the chances of sumviving an 20km/h impact had

imnpronved zreadly, but the forces of an imipact
at faster spesds meant sarvival was valikehy
e 10 “oomplete stuciral duineeration”.
“Even wrth the mest sophisticated car, we
can't survive that (above B0km'h), and wat

we 3fill have imdividad roads with 100Emb
Limets and & white line separating you fom
the oncoming traffic,” he said

“Af the weskend a dover was adjusting
the radie apd all of a sudden (they zo) into
the oncoming faffic and we have a fafal
ouzcome, just like that ™

Sapn-5zt Bellion said there should ba mors
margio for emor. “Why do we still hava
100%kek limits when somspne makes the
slightest mistake somebody i3 poing to
pay for it with their lives™

FULL STORY: CLICK HERE
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